ACT Prep
Overall Test Taking Strategies

1. Stop trying to do too much.
a. Most of the time students try to do too much and end up falling short of their goals. If
your goal is 30, then aim for 30-32, not 36. Set your goal and stick to it.
2. Read each question and its answers carefully.
a. Only YOU can prevent mistakes!!
3. Read, predict, assess.
a. After reading the question make an answer prediction.
b. Don't let the answer choices negatively affect your assumptions.
4. Finish with extra time and double check your answers.
5. The importance of untimed practice.
a. Did the extra time help?
i.  If not, then we need to practice the fundamentals, terminology, and
comprehension.
ii.  If yes, then we need to practice more strategies.
6. The importance of reviewing what we practice.
a. Ask yourself why did you get a question wrong?
i.  Did you read carefully?
ii.  Did you eliminate all the wrong answers?
b. Find a solution to your mistakes.
i.  What can you do differently?
ii. Do you understand what to look for in similar questions for the future.
iii.  Find your weaknesses and improve upon them.
7. Don’t question your instincts.
a. If you’re unsure, circle it and then come back later.
b. Double check, eliminate wrong answer choices.
8. Practice makes perfect.
a. Guess on test day, but not in practice.
i.  It’s important to understand what you know vs. what you don’t know.
ii.  Guessing doesn’t help you or me assess the areas for improvement.

Save time:

1. Circle the answers in the test booklet first, then with 5 min to go fill in the scantron.
2. Eliminate wrong answers.
a. Eliminating answers will prevent you from accidentally choosing the wrong answer, but
more importantly it saves time in the long run, about 3-5 seconds per answer.
3. Skip questions that are taking too long
a. Make sure you read every question at least once.
b. No bonus points for struggling through a question. Best practice is to skip to the next
question.
c. Circle a question you don’t know and come back to it at the end.
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English Strategies:

1. SAVE TIME: Shortest answer is typically the best answer.
a. Test creators reward short, concise answers.
b. Try the shortest answer in the underlined portion, does it work? If so, then move

on.
; - : . B. obsessed
hair on our heads? Millions of dollars are spent each year C. obsessing
. . . . . D. obsessioned

on cutting hair, lengthening hair, bleaching hair, ‘ =

straightening hair, curling hair, highlighting hair, and even

growing hair; whatever you can do to hair, someone is

willing to pay the money o do it. Natural redheads long 2. F. NO CHANGE

2 G. pay

H. paying money
J. have pmd

for to be brunettes and dishwater blondes dream of shiny 3. A. NO CHANGE

1 B. 10 have

golden tresses. Both men and women cringe at the sight of C. to be

D. becoming for

Question 2: try “pay” as your first answer. Lo and behold, it works. Not always, but more
frequently than not it works.

c. BUT if it asks a question, has multiple tenses (past, present, future, etc.), or
punctuation make sure to answer the question and/or choose the answer with proper
grammar.

i. What to do when asked a specific question (question 21):

Alford Templeton of Philadelphia, lugging it home to 20. Which choice most emphasizes the difficulty in moving
) 20 the large anvil?

Michigan in the back of a 4-H county bus. This anvil F. NO CHANGE

weighed 100 pounds, about the minimum size Walker Lee g Ejdrl:?r‘?g

J. transporting

needed to get started in his craft. 21. At this point, the writer wants to express how Lee first
21 began the craft of blacksmithing. Which choice would
most effectively accomplish this task?
. NO CHANGE
. continue
. keep going
. move on

Lee’s first anvil cost him $100, and four months later,

Taw>
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The context to question number 21 is that you want to make sure which one most effectively
expresses how he first began his craft. There are three answers that reference continuing his
craft, while one talks about the beginning. In either case, the answer will not necessarily be the
shortest. Question 20 is similar, where you must make sure to answer the question presented.

2. SAVE TIME: Read the last two questions of each passage first.

a. There are 15 questions per passage.
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b. The last question (sometimes two) typically asks “did the passage...”, yes or no and
why? or to rearrange the passage.

c. This will help give clues about the passage as well as provide a quick answer at the end
if you pay attention while reading the passage.

3. Read out loud at a controlled pace.
a. Many errors can be analyzed correctly by reading out loud (ex.- punctuation).
1. Speed reading leads to errors and under-punctuation.
ii. Reading too slow leads to over-punctuation.
iii. Find the perfect pace for you.
4. NO CHANGE is a frequent answer choice, but not too frequent.
a. When in doubt, it isn’t always no change.
5. SAVE TIME: Skip time intensive questions (i.e.- whole passage questions)
a. Each question is worth the same, so spending too much time is not advantageous.
b. Skip any question that you are unsure of or won’t be able to finish in 30 seconds.
6. SAVE TIME: You don’t need to read every word.
a. If there are long gaps between questions, you can skip to the next question.
b. If you are running out of time skip the following questions:
i. Rearrange sentence/paragraph questions (see question 11 below)

ii. Whole passage questions

Note: not reading every word sacrifices some points, so it's important to decide your goal score.

11. For the sake of logic and coherence, Sentence 5 should
be placed:
A. where it is now.
B. before Sentence 1.
C. after Sentence 2.
D. before Sentence 4.

The English Basics

Memorize and study. Notecards and/or quizlet are helpful.

. (period) = ; (semi-colon) they are the ‘“‘same’, so cross them each one out.
and some conjunctions

Parenthetical phrases are extra phrases added between commas, dashes, or
parentheses.
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Ex.- My mother, a banker, had lunch with me today.

,(comma) = - (dash) =

all of them are the “same”, but commas are preferential.

(parentheses)

Who vs. Whom who (subject of sentence) = Replace with he, she, they
Ex.- Who (he) ate my sandwich?
whom (verb or preposition of ) = Replace with him/her/them
Ex.- To whom (him) should I contact?

(:) Colon needs a complete sentence before it

Ex.- These are my favorite colors: purple, turquoise, pink, and
yellow.

For example, do not use a colon here

He went to the store to buy peanut butter, jelly, and bread.

Then vs. Than

then = chronological order-
Ex.- This then that happened
than = comparison

Ex.- This is better than that

There reference to a place

Ex.- He went over there
Their possession

Ex.- Their blanket is red
They’re they are

Ex.- They’re going with me
It’s itis

Ex.- It’s nicer over here than expected
Its possession

Ex.- The book is past its due date
To verb “go, do, etc.”
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Ex.- He went to the store with me

Too another form of = Replace with ‘‘also”
Ex.- He went too = He went also.
Noun-verb agreement singular noun needs a plural verb, while a plural noun needs a

singular verb.

Ex.- he lifts vs. they lift

Reading strategies:

1. What's wrong with the answer you chose?

a.

WRONG USE of DETAILS (DET): Answer uses exact phrases present in the passage,
but part of the answer is wrong.

OPPOSITE (OPP): Answer says the opposite of the correct answer. Look for terms like
no, not, except, least likely.

OUTSIDE the SCOPE of passage (OUT): answer has details that are outside those
presented in the passage.

EXAGGERATED use of details (EXAG): Beware of extreme terms like always, never,
only, etc.

2. SAVE TIME: Eliminate wrong answers

a.
b.

Only one answer can be right.

Eliminate any answer that you think could work and choose the answer that has
nothing wrong with it.

Nothing can be wrong about the answer you choose. Not, “maybe this works,”
rather than “this definitely works.”

Make sure the wrong answers are wrong and the right answers are right. Even
a single word can change your answer from right to wrong, so read the questions
and answers carefully.

3. Time Management, Passage Strategy, or Vocabulary

a.

C.

Time under normal conditions and also with more time. See if your score
improves with more time. If not, then it is an issue with terminology, wording,
and overall understanding of the passage as well as issues with questions and
answers.

If you do improve drastically, then it is an issue more so due to time management
and your strategy with the passage.

Take another test untimed to compare results.

4. There are different ways to attack the reading passage, find the method that works best
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for you.
5. If a question takes too long, skip it.
a. Should take less than 60 seconds/question.
6. If you don’t understand a passage, skip it and try the next one. Come back to it at the end.

BREAK IT DOWN
Step One: Label the Questions

1. Map the questions in order of difficulty to find and answer.

a. A question that has a certain line number, paragraph, or location in the passage,
label F, for easy to Find. Answer these first because it is easy to find.

b. A question that asks about a key term or person’s name, label S, for Skim (be
careful that it’s actually something you can find).

c. For harder questions that are talking about the overall passage, label W, for
Whole passage. Typically holistic and/or inference. They are time consuming!!!
See the example below for how to label a passage.

1n /o :
2. It can reasonably be i Lc that the 7. o yw did the men aboard the
crew most likely dad not p Cause e oo T wector?

F. they were simply 100 ti A. They respecied and trusted him
G. they did not get along \ncll enough 1o play a game B. They felt that he was lazy.
;/VI together. C. They despised and rejected him s-
H. the Director would not have approved of game- D. They thought that he was gloomy. p—
playing
J. the sea was wo rough.
= iu-'&
3. Which of the following g 2 en by the
to why 1 @ (CSup's ynly - s
“ reaction of the gamior to be
e was very old most accurately described as: —

II. He would not allow anyone else to use it F. malicious annoyance. =
s 1. He was greatly respected by the ship’s crew s‘ I G. resigned wicrance. =
";: : ‘n‘lj 1T only H. genuine interest. 4 ;
only J. sincere appreciation. ¥ w
C. 1 and [T only s ) e

D. 11 only ﬁ( ‘bﬂl-
ALK s o e, the word placid_
s ilis w 1 @ c ssage, the word pladci

most ncarly means m;d-l
":' :'(‘(T';hlfum e . < conding to the passage. which of the >
3 - effect of the “bond ul the {
H. nervous. ~ Lt al , inal
. playful. % . ' -
e I'\Q:J"' huk}.murn.ls
@u- . ashas  Tioew el n]xkc . The men did not mind listening to each other's
- o — meandering tales.
rn

" as content to stay in one place, whale most
men of the sea prefer to roam and explore
B. Marlow believed his home was the ship, while most

away from cach other.

B
C. It eased the loneliness of extended periods of time
D. The men were able 1o be more tolerant of each

sailors believed their home was the sca. other’s beliefs
S C. Marlow found the sea inexplicable and full of (_x‘#l"-* 3
secrets, while a typical sailor understands the mys- 1 et
leries of the water.
D. Marlow wove complicated and ambiguous tales, "b.*,‘--

while most seamen prefer to tell simple and clear
tales. 10. The main point of the second paragraph is:
m’& é F. The ship’s captain 15 Fetier \ullﬂ o be an aviator
It can be reasonably

ig rom the passage that than a sailor.
wu\\ is about to tel w G. The captain is unaware of the great amount of hard F'

. that explains why a freshwater sailor work that lies ahead of him

(. that is short and funny. like most of the stories he H. An ungualified and incxperienced businessman is
tells. serving as the captain of the Nellie.
w H. that had a profound effect on him. J. The narrmtor and other crew members greatly
J. about a man that he saved from drowning in a river respect their ship's captain
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The goal of mapping out the passage is to figure out essential questions to answer in order to get
the score you desire. The purpose of mapping is not to waste time and fight over the designation
in your head, but rather label the questions how you want to answer them as well as organize
questions by topic or location to answer them in an efficient manner (less than 1 min). I teach my
students to map the questions first, but some students can read and annotate the passage quickly,
allowing this as a potential method of success on test day (see alternate method: Passage Label
Method below). Once labeled, assess which method to proceed with: F/S/W or Label Passage.
Most students decide to do a combination of each method since the alternate method gets more
points right per passage, but takes about 3 minute more on average to complete. Finding that
perfect mix will be our goal over the next few weeks.

Step Two: Answer the Questions
If there are 7+ questions that are F - S, then focus on the F - S.

1. Answer questions from easy to hard:
a. F (easy specific line number) - 1
F/S (typically a quote) - 2
S (easier skim concept) - 3
WI/F (easy, but time consuming or potentially hard question) - 4
S/W (harder skim concept-AVOID) - 5
W (AVOID) - 6

I

Mapping the passage and answering only the questions you NEED will help you GET the score
you WANT. Focus on F and S type questions and avoid W type questions. This will lead you to
success.

Alternate: Passage Label Method

If there are 4+ questions that are S/W or W, then the Passage Label Method is more
conducive for additional points.

Each passage can be read and annotated after mapping the questions. When annotating the
passage try to understand the:

1. Main idea of the passage or paragraph
a. These are typically in the first and last sentence of each paragraph.
2. Key Details
a. These are typically in the middle of the paragraph.
3. Vocab
a. Not necessarily how you would define the word, but rather how it is used in the
sentence.
b. These are typically in the middle of the paragraph.
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4. Author/Narrator
1.  How does the author construct the passage?
ii. ~ What is the author's purpose in utilizing the following method?
5. Take notes while reading to keep a “road map” of the topics you come across.
a. Look for transition phrases that show changes in the topic (i.e.- on the other
hand, conversely, meanwhile, etc.). These are road signs for important new
details to follow.

Science Strategies:

1. Types of passages:
a. Data representation
i.  Make sense of figures and tables.
ii.  Identify relationships.
b. Research summary
i.  Experimental design.
ii.. ~ Make sense of figures and tables.
iii.  Identify relationships.
c. Scientist vs scientist
i.  Conflicting viewpoints.
ii.  Label and conquer.
iii.  You don’t have to be a scientist.
1. You have to read carefully and interpret results.
2. Just need to know the basics.

BREAK IT DOWN: Data Representation and Research Summary

1. Read introduction of the passage/instructions for details about what the passage is
about (30 seconds or s0).
2. Make sense of the figures and tables.
a. Identify relationships within each table, figure, and chart.
b. Identify relationships between each table, figure, and chart.
3. Identity:
a. Independent and dependent variables
b. Relationships (direct, inverse, and no relationship)
4. Decide whether to map out the questions or just dive right in.
a. How many experiments and figures are there?
i.  Two or more figures/tables/experiments = MAP the passage.
ii.  If only one figure or two similar charts, move onto the questions and
answer them in any order you’d like.
5. Label the experiment/figure/table for each question.
6. Answer the questions together by topic (experiment, figure, or table).

NOTE: Timing per passage is based off the number of questions.

a. Goal time: Take one minute less than the number of questions
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b. EX.- 6 questions means try to finish in 5 minutes or less.

exp OZQS’E_QH

AGE |
-
771 Some students ]:l.-rfm'm:d tlm.-c studies to measure the
’ e a e pie-controlled car Table 2
Wi ch study was conducted =
i FuTe- fled soom. A straight track Trial Time (s) Speed (fUs)
was cunslmclcd and meas.urcd to be 75 feet long. The car’s
travel time was measured from start to finish with a stop- ! 57 1.31
watch. The rature in the room was kept constant at 2 56.4 1.33
N and e e T T e o 2
after each trial. No modifications were made to the car aside ]
\ from changing the wheels, and the car’s batteries were fully Ak 56.7 1.32
charged before cach trial. S G —-
1 qa d‘l‘f
Study 1 - TR Y '5*'-‘-"‘ e S
The students fitted the car with hard p
had?_{m&arﬂplaﬂ:dilon sual.‘:()nc
ed the car as another student simultancously started Study 3
the stopwaich. The student st the stopwaich as the The students repeated the procedure used in Swdy 1,
car crossed the 75-foot mark. students calculated the cuq:ll they fitted the car with _
results of three separate trials and gyeraged the results (see 1o them w
Table 1). nm 3.
adi 5+
Table 1
Table 3
Time (s) Speed (fus)
T - 33;_.._‘) Trial » | Time (s) Speed (fUs)
2 f 232 VeSS 303y 1 113 664
2 11.6 6.47
3
328 St =
: 11.7

Study 2 L. The fastest times resulted from using which wheels?
The students repeated the procedure used in Study 1, The speeds remained constant. )
except they fitted the car with soft rubber wheels, which ard rubber wheels with studs imbedded in them.
were smooth and lacked treads. 1 Wn in C. Soft rubber wheels with no treads.
TEmEr D. Hard rubber wheels with deep treads. }
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—
2. According 1o Study 1. the average speed for all three 4. Based on the{passagedthe higher average speeds were
trials was: bably the restll of
F. greater than the speed measured in Traal 3. = -
G. less than the speed measured in Trnal 1. ™~ temperature variations® 9—‘1‘_
H. greater than the speed measured in Traal 2. 8L, oo much sunlight.
J. equal 1o the speed measured in Trial 2. J. statistical ermor. - -
3. Which of the following statements is best supported by & S ’

the n-wulls;LM\
A. The avérage speed of ag ccply tre
1
rubber wheels is approxhwg
of car with soft rubber wheels.

B. The average speed of a car E .
F\( I wheels is approximatelyf - the average speed of car

with deeply wreaded har by

C. The average speed of a car wi T W 5. During which of the following was the travel time of
lacking treads is approximiely twice the average the car the slowest?
\k’ 7 speed of car with deeply tread® 3 A. Swudy 2, Trial

- 1
D. The average speed of a car with studded, hard rubber B. Study 2, Trial 2 S_ IQ e _‘_
wheels is approximatghy ice the av@mage speed o Study 3, Trial 1 v _r
car with deeply treac hard rubber wheels. Study 1, Trial 2

—

£S5)3 \/{an

BREAK IT DOWN: Scientist vs scientist

1. Underline the first and last sentence of the first paragraph.
2. Underline the first sentence of each scientist.
a. This should give you the differences and what the passage is about.
3. Label the questions
a. If about scientist 1, then label 1.
b. If scientist 2, then label with a 2.
c. If about both scientists, then label B (for both).
4. Answer the questions for each scientist in order, saving both scientist questions for
last.
5. Question types:
Strengthen/weaken: (based off of notes)
For/against: (based off of notes)
Similar/agree: Look for a neutral answer
Differences: Look for a polarizing answer choice

/o op
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too small 10 be a planet.

ﬁnhﬂrmmdlﬁenum Meroury.
Thm-:mumh:uﬁa;:hn Finally. the

Ihm orbit indacates il s not
emcn:uy s - -Hn:ﬂ.n:;
punﬂmm’ﬂmnnmlychuh&md—
m Meptunc, mawaﬂmmumd
;::Thlnwﬂlrndﬂl is shared by over seventy Kuiper

sewpomis
F. The actual location of Pluto n the solar system.
g G. The length of Pluto’s orbvir

‘The shape of Pluwo.
The classification of Phuto as a planet.

7. According 1o Scientist 2's viewpoint., compared 1o other
plancts of the solar system, Pluto’s surface is-
ey

=
2 | ImE. kgt
- d-.q:trm

mocky.
Prm- rlh-*:! [4

B Scientist 1's viewpoint indicates that Pluto &iffers from
asterouds and comets i all of the following ways
L
can generale heat through nuclear fission.
GMMWM!WMW#M
gravitational force
umdmhw:mld.--ﬂh

puhch_;
J. Asteroids and comets are muoch smaller than Pluto.

L Thrpul.rwecquuﬂun-utmuhmt—th-
mg

B.Thmmdﬂtnnnmhﬂlﬂ
houkd mot be alevel i s b

A Pluto’s erratic orbil differentiates it from all other
plancts in the solar vy siem.

1L Scientisi 1" 1mﬂdhmﬂcﬂ_bywhchd
the

comet with a radius of almost 1500 miles.
B. Pluto only has one moon. Charon, whach s half the

size of Pluto.
Ll
lack of pas and particles in W of their
arbits,

. Comets and asterosds are capable of generating
noclcar fissaon

12 Which of the following staements best describes how

Scientist 2 hikens o a Belt comet?

T, Neither Phuso e ot Beb comets have {cwais-
ablc atmospheres.

G. Neither Pluto nor Kuiper Belt comets are tradled by
a cloud of gases and dusi.

H. Both Pluio and Kuiper Belt comets have somalar
cocentric orbital paticrms.

J. Both Pluse and Keiper Belt comets are roughly hall
the size of the next smallest planct, Mercury.
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